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NEW RECORDS OF CADDISFLIES (TRICHOPTERA) 

FOR OHIO 

Eric P. McElravy, Thomas L. Arsuffi, and Benjamin A. Foote 

Abstract . — Collections of adult Trichoptera were made along several 
streams in northeastern Ohio between 1970 and 1976. Sixty-nine of the 
collected species apparently represent new records for Ohio. An annotated 
list of the newly recorded species is presented and it nearly doubles the 
number of caddisflies reported from Ohio. 



The order Trichoptera has been little studied in Ohio. Marshall’s (1939) 
work on the caddisflies of western Lake Erie is apparently the only study 
dealing exclusively with the occurrence of species of the order in the state. 
Most of the other records for the state are given in Ross’ (1944) work on the 
Illinois fauna. A few additional records are contained in Honvath’s (1964) 
study of the insects of Gibraltar Island (western Lake Erie), Gordon’s (1974) 
revision of Cheumatopsyche , and Ross’ (1966) descriptions of new Oecetis 
species. As a result of these earlier published studies, 77 Trichoptera spe- 
cies were known to occur in Ohio. Forty-nine of these species are from 
Lake Erie. In addition, two more species of Hydropsyche are listed for 
the state by G. Schuster and D. Etnier, University of Tennessee, in their 
study of the immatures of that genus (personal communication). Resh 
(1975) reported 175 species from Kentucky; presumably a similar number 
will be recorded from Ohio. 

Since 1970, and especially between 1974 and 1976, collections of Tri- 
choptera have been made at four stream sites in northeastern Ohio (Fig. 1). 
Sixty-nine of the species apparently are the first reported records for the 
state. Complete lists are forthcoming for the collections from northeastern 
Ohio. 



Description of Study Areas 

Stebbins Gulch. — Stebbins Gulch, located within the Holden Arboretum 
in western Geauga County, is a deep gorge cut in sandstone and con- 
glomerate. The stream that flows through this gorge, a tributary of the 
East Branch of the Chagrin River, has a high gradient and good water 
quality. Collections were made by sweeping during 1970, 1971, and 1972 
(Tkac, 1973). 

Cuyahoga River. — The Cuyahoga River in Portage and Geauga Counties 
is a moderately-sized stream of varying substrate and current. Collections 
of Trichoptera were made in 1975 with a gasoline lantern by J. Wilke, Dc- 
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Fig. 1. Location of sampling sites in northeastern Ohio. 1, Stebbins Gulch. 2, 
Upper Cuyahoga River. 3, Upper West branch, Mahoning River. 4, Tributary of Silver 
Creek. 
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partment of Biology, University of Akron, who is presently completing a 
study of the Trichoptera of the upper portion of this river. 

West Branch , Mahoning River. — The upper portion of this river in Por- 
tage County is a small to moderately-sized stream (width 2-12 m) that 
has reasonably good water quality. Intensive collections were made with 
blacklight traps during 1974 and 1975 as part of a more comprehensive 
study of the caddisflies occurring in the area (McElravy, 1976). 

Silver Creek Valley. — A small tributary which enters Silver Creek from 
the southeast just south of the West Branch Reservoir in Portage County 
is being studied by T. Arsuffi. Trichoptera collections were made with a 
blacklight trap during 1975 and 1976. The small woodland stream (width 
2-3 m) flows over a substrate consisting primarily of sandstone and loose 
rubble. 

Annotated List of Species 

The list below presents collection data for those species that represent 
new records for Ohio. The following symbols are used to indicate collection 
sites: S — Stebbins Gulch; C — Cuyahoga River (upper portion); WB — West 
Branch, Mahoning River (upper portion); SC — Tributary of Silver Creek. 

Rhyacophil id ae 

Rhyacophila hanksi Ross. (S), June. 

Rhyacophila Carolina Banks. (S), June to September. 

Rhyacophila carpenteri Milne. (S), August. 

Rhyacophila glaberrima Ulmer. (S); July, August. 

Rhyacophila torva Hagen. (S), June to September. 

Rhyacophila vihox Milne. (S), June to August. 

Glossosomatidae 

Glossosoma nigrior (Banks). (S), (WB); April to September. 

Protoptila lega Ross. (C); July, August. 

Philopotamidae 

Dolophilocles distinctus (Walker). (S), June to August. 

Wormaldia shawnee (Ross). (WB); (SC); June, July. 

Chimarra aterrima Hagen. (WB), (SC); May to August. 

Hydroptilidae 

Oxyethira dualis Morton. (C), July. 

Oxyethira forcipata Mosely. (SC), June. 
llydroptila ajax Ross. (C); July, August. 
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Ilydroptila armata Ross. (\VB), May to August. 

Ilydroptila consimilis Morton. (C), (\VB), (SC); May to September. 
Ilydroptihi grandiosa Ross. (SC), May to July. 

Ilydroptila jackmanni Blickle. (WB), (SC); May to July. 

Ilydroptila perdita Morton. (C); (WB); July, August. 

Ilydroptila strepha Ross. (WB), August. 

Ilydroptila vala Ross. (WB), June. 

Ilydroptila virgata Ross. ^SC), May. 

Ochrotrichia arm (Ross). (WB); (SC); May, June. 

Ochrotrichia spinosa (Ross). (WB), (SC); May to July. 

Ochrotrichia wojcickyi Blickle. (WB), (SC); May to July. Reported only 
from Maine, our records represent a significant south westward extension 
of its known range. 

May atrichia ayama Mosely. (S), June. 

Polycentropodidae 

Polycentropus centralis Banks. (SC); May, June. 

Polycentropus crassicornis Walker. (SC), May. 

Polycentropus maculatus Banks. (S), June. 

Polycentropus pentus Ross. (WB), (SC); May to August. 

Polycentropus remotus Banks. (C), (WB); May to July. 

I Iy dropsy eh idae 

Hydropsy die slossonae Banks. (S), (C), (WB), (SC); May to August. 

II ydropsy die sparna Ross. (WB), May to August. 

Ilydropsyche walkeri Betten and Mosely. (SC), May to September. 
Cheumatopsyche aphanta Ross. (WB), (SC); May to August. 
Cheumatopsyche halitna Denning. (WB), May to September. 
Cheumatopsyche miniscula (Banks). (SC), July. 

Cheumatopsyche pasella Ross. (S), May to September. 

Diplectrona modesta Banks. (S), (WB), (SC); May to August. 

Phryganeidae 

Banksiola crotchi Banks. (WB); (SC); June, July. 

Banksiola dossuaria (Say). (WB); (SC); June, July. 

Ptilostomis postica (Walker). (WB); June, September. 

Molannidae 

Molanna blenda Sibley. (WB), (SC); July. 

Molanna tryphena Betten. (C), August. 
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Odontoceridae 

Psilotreta indecisa (Walker). (WB); May, June. 

Leptoceridae 

Triaenodes a1)its Milne. (WB); June, July. 

Triaenodes frontalis Banks. (SC), June. 

Triaenodes ignitus (Walker). (WB), (SC); June to September. 

Triaenodes marginatus Sibley. (WB), (SC); May to September. 

Triaenodes nox Ross. (WB); June, July. 

Ceraclea alagnui (Ross). (C); (WB); June, July. 

Leptocerus americanus (Banks). (WB), June to August. 

Nectopsyche diarina (Ross). (C), July. 

Oecetis osteni Milne. (C), July. 

Mystacides longicornis (Linnaeus). (C), July. 

Goeridae 

Goera stylata Ross. (S), (WB); May to July. 

Limnephilidae 

Ironoquia lyrata (Ross). (WB), (SC); August, September. 

Ironoquia parvida (Banks). (WB), October. 

Neophylax concinnus McLachlan. (WB); September, October. 

Neophylax oligius Ross. (WB); September, October. 

Limnephihis consocius Walker. (WB); June, September, October. 
Limnephilus indivisus Walker. (WB); May, September, October. 
Platycentropus radiatus (Say). (WB); June, July. 

Ilydatophylax argus (Harris). (WB); (SC); June, August. 

Pycnopsyche divergens (Walker). (WB); May, September. 

Pycnopsyche guttifer (Walker). (WB); September, October. 

Pycnopsyche lepida (Hagen). (WB), August to October. 

Pycnopsyche lucidenta (Betten). (WB), September. 

Pycnopsyche scabripennis (Rambur). (C), (WB), (SC); July to October. 
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